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The Reserve Police Officer of the Year award is given for outstand-
ing achievement by a Reserve Police Officer that brings credit to the 
City of Anderson Police Department and which involves performance 
well above and beyond that which is required by a Reserve Police Of-
ficer’s basic assignments and duties. This officer has selflessly ded-
icated his time to serve and volunteered his time without complaint 
in assisting patrol and all aspects of special events when needed at 
the police department. The selfless acts of this officer’s personal time 
volunteering to help the City of Anderson’s way of life is appreciated 
by all you serve and protect.

WAYNE JOHNSON NAMED RESERVE 
POLICE OFFICER OF THE YEAR 2020
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An untraditional year
BY DREW WHITLEY

As the holiday season drew nearer this year, 
I saw my mom lamenting that she would not 
be able to decorate as usual. This year, my cat, 
Wriggs, is living with my parents while my wife 
and I await the house we are planning on pur-
chasing to be remodeled and we live with my 
in-laws. Very 2020. Wriggs is a great cat, but he 
is also a hell-raiser, to put things lightly. He loves 
to knock over picture frames, tip cups of water, 
and shred the bottom lining of chairs, but only 
when he has an audience. Knowing this about 
him, my mom knew that a lot of the normal 
Christmas accoutrements were simply out of 
the question because they would soon become 
targets, victims of Wriggs. No more eight foot 
tree loaded with all of our precious family orna-
ments. Too tippable. No more porcelain nativity 
scene on the front hutch. Too breakable. No 
more Christmas caroler figurines lining the cof-
fee and end tables. Too precious. (Don’t worry: 
there are still plenty of carolers placed out of 
Wriggs’ reach.) 

This is an untraditional year, to say the least. 
I truly do not think that that sentiment needs 
explaining or expounding. I find the present 
issue to be that, despite this painfully untradi-
tional year, we still want to hold onto our nor-
mal holiday traditions. We still want the same 
meals with the same people. We still want the 
same holiday parties with the same punch and 
gift exchanges. We still want the same decora-
tions hung in their locations. What we are fail-
ing to see is that we are working to fit a square 
peg into a round hole. Or perhaps we see this 
and we are continuing to push anyway because, 
darn it, we need a little normalcy! I propose 
something different. Why not let this year be 
the one that is untraditional? Surely, we have 
become accustomed to doing things a new and 
different way over the past nine months. This 
holiday season, let’s extend that same innova-
tion, that same sense of adventure and “Oh, well, 
it’s just got to be different” to our December 
celebrations. 

Despite lamenting the difference of this year 
at first, my mom has really done great with the 

change. She opted for a shorter, pencil-thin 
tree and decorated it with Christmas lights and 
snowman ornaments; untraditional, but really 
festive. As noted, she moved the caroler figu-
rines out of Wriggs’ reach (he’s still managed to 
get to a few) and arranged them in new ways; 
untraditional, but clever. She went for a more 
simplistic display on our kitchen table, finding 
a vintage-style, battery-powered ceramic tree; 
untraditional, but very warm and homey. 

In changing all of these traditional decorat-
ing patterns, I really do believe that my mom 
has found some things that she will now keep 
around in years to come. I think that’s what 
I’m really trying to emphasize when I urge all 
of us to accept and embrace the untraditional. 
All of our honored and treasured holiday tra-
ditions started at some point and had a first 

time. Unknowingly, you can start some of those 
traditions this year. Yes, we will certainly go back 
to our large parties and big family get-togethers 
next year (God willing!), but won’t it be wonder-
ful if we also find that we love a Christmas Eve 
with just a few of us reading from a book and 
drinking hot chocolate? Won’t it be really special 
when next year everyone decorates the house 
together because you had to this year (you were 
all stuck with each other) and you really loved 
that. Won’t it be so nice not rush out at 5:00 on 
Thanksgiving evening because Black Friday has 
been abolished and instead you can sit around 
and enjoy the company of those around you? 
This is an untraditional year, but if it has shown 
us anything, it has shown us our potential to 
embrace the new. Let’s embrace the new this 
year and add it to the old in the years to come. 
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Administered by: Community & Economic Development 
Part of the CARES Act Federal Funding Program
To apply visit: andersonsc.viewpointcloud.com

Has your business been 
impacted by COVID?

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 
SMALL BUSINESS COVID GRANTS NOW

Eligibility: 
Small businesses with 1-50 employees located in the City of 
Anderson that have been in operation since  February 15, 2020 
to assist businesses directly impacted  by COVID-19 and may 
not duplicate assistance received from other organizations.

TIMELINE: 
Funding up to $10,000 will be available on a first come  
first serve basis; applications will be accessible  
December 10 - February 12

USE of FUNDS: 
These funds are nonrecurring (one time) and can be used  
to offset expenses associated with reopening or relaunching  
a small business with social distancing and other safety  
precautions as a result of being directly affected by 
COVID-19. 

Allowable expenses include:
• Equipment, Supplies or Payroll
• Building/Equipment Modification or Adaptation
• Rent And Utilities for Leased Space
• Operation Procedures Modified Due to COVID-19

UP TO $10,000

visit AndersonCityEconomicDevelopment.com for more info
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
FOR LIEN

Pursuant to SC Statutory Law, 
personal property from the 

following unit will be sold on 

January 4th, 2021 at 10:00 
am at www.StorageTreasures.

com by Stowaway Self 
Storage, 4350 Highway 24, 

Anderson, SC 29626. 

Unit C47, T. Liddell - Unit 
appears to have the following: 

Dressers, TV Stand, Tripod, 
Coffee Maker, Large Ceramic 

Vases, High Top Chairs, 
Mattress, Furniture, Toys, Rug, 

Hoverboard

Property being sold to satisfy 
a lien for storage rent. 

Terms of sale: Cash Only

Bidders must sign in prior 
to sale. Sale will be through 
www.storagetreasures.com
Unit availability subject to 

prior redemption by tenant. 

The Detention Officer of the Year is given for outstanding achieve-
ment by a Detention Officer that brings credit to the City of Anderson 
Police Department Detention Center and which involves performance 
well above and beyond that which is required by a Detention Officer’s 
basic assignments and duties.  The awardee takes each day as a new 
opportunity, is spoken well of by her peers, carries out directives and 
never complains of work required. She is a team player never wanting 
to leave the administrative team short and has the initiative to get 
tasks accomplished before being asked because of her attention to 
detail.

CPL. VIVIAN MCCORQUODALE WINS 
DETENTION OFFICER OF THE YEAR

Kim von Keller

Dear 2020,
I don’t know how to say this, but I’m leav-

ing you. I was patient, but we aren’t working 
out. I’ve given you could have been one of the 
best years of my life, and I just can’t give you 
any more.

You can’t possibly be surprised as I’ve 
noticed you growing darker and colder in the 

last couple of months. 
And as much as I’d like 
to say, “Oh, it’s nothing 
you’ve done,” that would 
be a lie. It’s ALL about 
what you’ve done. 

When we were first 
together, though, it was 
like magic. Remember 
when you took me 
to Chicago back in 

January? I was afraid that this South Carolina 
girl would freeze to death, but somehow, you 
arranged for perfect weather to roam the 
Magnificent Mile, see the incredible architec-
ture, and laugh out loud at the Second City 
Comedy Club. Did you say anything when I 
ate my weight in Ann Sather’s cinnamon rolls? 
Of course you didn’t; there was just more of 
me to love. 2020, you actually seemed too 
good to be true. And that should have tipped 
me off.

By the end of winter, we stopped going out 
to movies and restaurants, and you stopped 
going to the gym. Lack of exercise must have 
really gotten to you because in the spring, you 
gave up toilet paper for murder hornets, and 

by summer, you were mailing seeds nobody 
wanted to people you don’t know. Fall arrived, 
and you wouldn’t let me go to the State Fair or 
the Clemson-Carolina game. And if you didn’t 
want to see “The Music Man” in New York, 
you could have just told me and I would have 
gone alone. You didn’t have to close the whole 
show. And all of Broadway.

And these were just the little things. I 
could forgive your curious obsession with 
“Tiger King,” but you made a lot of people 
very sick -- and worse -- and pushed hospital 
workers to the brink. You closed a lot of busi-
nesses. You caused a lot of people to lose their 
jobs. Wherever you went, you left anger and 
sadness and fear in your wake. You kept me 
from seeing my friends, and, more important-
ly, you also kept me from seeing my mother. 
Nobody -- I mean NOBODY -- messes with 
me and my mom. 

So I’m sorry, but I’m done. We’re through. 
Don’t write, don’t call, don’t text, don’t email, 
and don’t DM. I’ll never get back the twelve 
months we spent together, and I’m burning 
my calendar so there’s no reminder that you 
ever existed. As bad as you were, though, I 
won’t give you the satisfaction of being bitter. 
As a matter of fact, I’ve already got a date for 
New Year’s Eve, and we’ll have our first kiss at 
12:00 a.m. on January the 1st. I hate to rub it 
in, but I think he’s your cousin.

Regrettably,
Kim
P.S. Thanks for the cinnamon rolls.
P.P.S. My friends never liked you. 

BY ANN BAILES
I saw a fleeting glimpse on TV of 

a little girl, swinging, wearing a dark 
green coat with faux fur collar and cuffs. 
It brought back such a great Christmas 
memory that it’s worth skipping a bird 
article this time and writing this story 
instead. Everyone has special personal 
Christmas stories, but I hope at this 
joyous time you’ll enjoy mine.

As we got into the colder days of 
December, our four year old daughter, 
Mary Lee (now grown), needed a new 
winter coat. I wanted to get her some-
thing that was nice enough to wear to 
church, but not so nice and formal that 
she couldn’t wear it to school sometimes 
as well. I didn’t want a casual jacket 
for her - I wanted an actual coat. After 
searching through rack after rack, I was 
beginning to despair of finding the right 
one.

Then, in Penney’s, the last store of 
the trip, I spotted it. You guessed it. It 
was dark green with faux fur collar and 
cuffs. Large enough that it would last 
several years. Long enough that it was a 
coat, not a jacket. And just beautiful for 
a little girl.

Then I looked at the price tag. $80. 
With two young children at home, and 
many expenses taking up our December 
paychecks, that was too much to spend 
on a coat for a four-year-old. Even 
though it was perfect, I couldn’t jus-
tify spending that much at that time. 
I reluctantly put the coat back on the 
rack and headed home empty-handed.

After feeding the family and doing 
the usual evening routine chores, I set-
tled down to glance over the newspa-
per. About halfway through - I spotted 
it. A coupon. For Penney’s. For 50% off 
of any one non-sale item in the store. 

Remembering the 
Christmas coat

$40 I could justify! I told Mike I was headed 
back to the mall and would he please put the 
children to bed! I hurriedly made the 20-min-
ute trip back to town, hoping no one else had 
seen and bought that coat before I could get 
back.

On Christmas morning, Mary Lee opened 
a large box containing a dark green coat with 
faux fur collar and cuffs. She was as pleased as 
I was. She wore that coat for three years - the 
year it was a little big, the year it fit perfectly, 
and the year it would do even if a little bit 
snug. She looked adorable in it and it was per-
fect for South Carolina winters. 

After she outgrew it, I kept it, waiting for 
the perfect opportunity to pass it along. After 
a couple of years we met some missionaries 
that came through Anderson, who had a 
need for warm coats for the children at their 
orphanage in Russia. So that’s where it ended 
up. I trust some little girl in Russia--maybe 
more than one--has been kept as warm and 
has enjoyed that dark green coat as much as 
both Mary Lee and her mother did those 
twenty-something years ago.

I’m sorry, but I’m done
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health & wellness

What is the best defense against viral infection? 
Boost your immune system now!

Dr. Gabrielle  
F. Cannick

 

 
 
YOUR DENTIST CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE 
 

Yes, A Woman’s Oral Health Can Change Throughout Life.  
 
By Dr. Gabrielle Cannick, DM, PhD. 
 Grand Oaks Dental 
 
Let me start by reminding everyone this is Women’s Breast Cancer Awareness 
month, an important annual effort to increase public awareness of this devastating 
illness. The sobering fact is approximately 250,000 women in the US will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer – this year. More than 40,500 will die.  
 
There is no sure way to prevent breast cancer. But there are things you can do 
that might lower your risk. Medical research has linked some forms of breast 
cancer to alcohol consumption, obesity and lack of exercise. The American Cancer 
Society recommends maintaining a healthy weight throughout life by balancing 
your food intake with physical activity. And of course, women should take 
advantage of today’s better screening that can lead to early detection.  
 
Ladies do not ignore this. 
 
Further, I want to take this opportunity to emphasize that women also have 
unique oral health care challenges throughout their lives.  
 
My female patients will often ask, “Do my oral health needs change as I age? If so 
how?” Due to normal hormonal fluctuations, women’s oral health needs change at 
different stages throughout life, i.e. puberty, pregnancy. Moreover, medical 

Lately the news has been filled with reports 
about the viral outbreak in China. As I write 

this it has spread to 
other countries with 
some cases reported 
here in the United 
States. Indeed, we seem 
to be experiencing 
more such episodes. 
Undeniably we are 
more globally connect-
ed than at any time 
in history — thereby 
increasing our exposure.

This begs the ques-
tion: Is there anything we can do in our daily 
lives to help protect ourselves and our loved 
ones from these health risks?

Yes. We can boost our immune systems, a 
marvelous frontline defense in the on-going 
war taking place in our bodies. We do get sick, 
but despite constant attack most of the time we 
remain healthy. Our immune system is com-
prised of white blood cells that recognize and 

destroy specific invaders. On top this our brain 
contains messenger molecules produced by our 
immune system that enable the brain and the 
immune system to work together in harmony 
to protect us.

It is nothing short of amazing. And it proves 
how our physical condition is closely related to 
our mental and emotional state. If we’re happy 
and free from stress, our immune system is 
better able to fight sickness. Enjoyment can 
boost the body’s immune system for hours. 
Positive feelings stimulate the spleen, pro-
ducing an increase in healthy red blood cells 
and simultaneously increasing the number of 
cancer-fighting cells. Experiencing pleasure 
can increase levels of a compound in the body 
called immunoglobulin A — our first line of 
defense against colds and flu.

Armed with this knowledge, who would not 
want to boost their immune system? The blue-
print is well known. Make it your life’s mission 
to embrace a healthy lifestyle: 

Diet. Stick with whole food, not processed 
food. Eat fresh fruits, vegetables, and lean cuts 

of meat. Drinking plenty of water helps cells 
operate more efficiently to process food and 
eliminate waste.

Exercise. Even moderate exercise mobilizes 
immune system cells, helping the body defend 
itself against pathogens and even cancer cell 
growth. Exercise may also protect the immune 
system from the effects of aging.

Stress Reduction. Prolonged stress may 
wear down the immune system. To keep your 
stress in check, there’s meditation and yoga. But 
to keep it simple, try deep breathing to relax!

Sleep. Vital to preventing sickness is eight 
hours sleep each night. A study of thousands of 
people found that those who slept less than six 
hours were more likely to have infections. (Our 
practice specializes in assisting patients with 
sleep issues.)

Add to this your personal hygiene. The sim-
ple act of washing your hands is one of the most 
effective things we can do to prevent the spread 
of germs that cause infectious diseases including 
viruses. In addition, there is flossing and brush-
ing daily coupled with regular dental checkups.

Bleeding gums allow bacteria into our 
bodies which can weaken our immune system. 
Please call us with questions. Think of us as 
your hometown resource for guidance and 
support.

Dr. Gabrielle F. Cannick is the owner of Grand 
Oaks Dental, located at 3905 Liberty Highway 
in Anderson. A strong believer that dental fear 
and anxiety should not prevent any patient from 
receiving the highest quality dental care, Dr. 
Cannick has received extensive training in Sedation 
Dentistry and is a certified member of the Dental 
Organization for Conscious Sedation. She is also a 
member of the South Carolina Dental Association, 
the American Dental Association, the Academy of 
General Dentistry, and the American Academy of 
Dental Sleep Medicine.

For more information about Grand Oaks 
Dental and the services provided, please call 864-
224-0809, or click to grandoaksdental.com or visit 
us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
GrandOaksDental.

Get gorgeous with North America’s #1 choice.

*Applies to selected window treatments and Enlightened Style products from Budget Blinds. Restrictions may apply, ask for details. 
Minimum purchase required. Valid for a limited time, not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Offer good at initial time of 
estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2018 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget 
Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated.

25% OFF 
On Selected Window Coverings*

864-332-0612
BudgetBlinds.com/Anderson

Call now for your free consultation at home! 

Blinds • Shutters • Shades • Drapes • Home Automation

We’re your local, neighborhood experts.

And we’re also backed by North America’s

#1 provider of custom window coverings.

We do it all for you, measure and install —

because we think that everyone, at every

budget, deserves style, service, and the

best warranty in the business.

• Offer expires February 28, 2018Offer expires March 31, 2020

Straight Teeth in 6 MONTHS

MARCH 26MARCH 26MARCH 26
1 DAY ONLY
MARCH 26MARCH 26
1 DAY ONLY1 DAY ONLY1 DAY ONLY1 DAY ONLY

Sign up on 
MARCH 26 and 

SAVE $1000!

Clear Brackets & Wires

Six Month Smiles® Day: Sign up 
on MARCH 26 and SAVE $1000!

Unnoticeable at the surface and 
engineered for quick results to deliver 
an attractive and confident smile.

March 26: Save on Six Month Smiles® Clear Braces.
Sign up on March 26 and SAVE $1000 on treatment. If 
you have crowded, crooked, spaces/gaps, OR rotated 
teeth, then this treatment can change your life.

We have hundreds of incredibly happy patients 
that have had Six Month Smiles® treatment. 
This is our favorite procedure to perform, it’s 
incredible how much can change in 6 months, 
sometimes less. Visit 6MonthSmiles.com to 
hear from real patients and what a difference 
this has made in their lives.

Grand Oaks Dental, LLC
3905 Liberty Highway
Anderson, SC 29621
www.grandoaksdental.com

There will be door prizes including an
Oral B Genius Electric Toothbrush, WaterPik 
Waterflosser, $50 Amazon Gift Card

Call 864-224-0809 to schedule an appointment

Offer expires Jan. 31, 2021

Planting for decorations
THE GARDEN SHOP

SUSAN  
TEMPLE  
master  
gardener

When fellow ECNews writer Kim von 
Keller asked us what we are thankful for in her 
Thanksgiving article, she wanted our thoughts 
on things beyond the obvious like our fami-
lies, good health, etc. I quickly answered “I am 
thankful God gave me my land. It changed my 
life.” I was a gardener when I lived in town but 
nowhere near like now. Mostly because with 
a ten acre or so pasture, there’s room to plant 
anything. My little piece of heaven is 24 acres 
total. Again being blessed to add 3.5 acres a lit-
tle over a year ago. Living in town, I could hear 
my neighbor vacuuming if our windows were 
open. Now I can wander in the woods, slop 
through the swamp, and splash in the creek. 

These blessings were on my mind as I was 
decorating for Christmas. When living in 

town, I had a cedar tree, holly bush, and a nan-
dina to pick for decorations. Some early plant-
ings on the land where evergreens, particularly 
to pick for Christmas. As I pondered ways to 
put these thoughts into a Garden Shop article, 
it occurred to me there are plants most anyone 
can add to their yard for Christmas decora-
tions, even if the yard is small.

Dwarf burford holly (Ilex cornuta) is a 
great choice for sun. It will even do well in a 
fair amount of shade. It does not need a polli-
nator to have prolific bright red berries. Tags 
will say four to six feet tall and wide. It will 
get bigger than that but will take 20 years or 
more. I’m not one for planting something too 
big for the space thinking I can keep it pruned. 
But if you’re going to use it for decorations, 
then pruning is done when cutting for decora-
tions. A cedar tree (Juniperus virginiana) may 
be tricky to fit into some landscapes but it 
could be put at a back corner instead of typical 
evergreens. This native is great for birds, giving 
shelter and food, grows rather fast, and toler-
ates most any conditions. In a shady garden, 
they will grow sparse. At least six hours of sun 

is best. Cedar trees will grow large. Limbing 
them up will help with small spaces. Again, 
decorating and pruning at one time. And that 
smell! Any garden has room for a boxwood. 
These used to be on my list of wouldn’t plant 
if someone gave it to me but I’ve changed my 
mind. English boxwoods are the ones that do 
not smell good and they are prone to blight 
and a few other diseases. Japanese boxwoods 
(Buxus microphylla) will grow about four to 
six feet tall and wide but it will take many 
years. They bronze some in winter but that 
color may fit in with gold colors of Christmas 
decorations. American boxwoods (Buxus 
sempervirens) are another option. They will 
eventually grow large and grow faster than the 
other varieties. They will also grow more drap-
ing and less formal if left to grow naturally and 
will tolerate some shade. 

In the picture, berries are burford holly. 
Greenery is cedar and pine. Gold is Japanese 
boxwood bronzed from cold weather. Bright 
yellow is Whoa Nellie holly. Spikes are dried 
okra pods painted gold. Plant some of these this 
winter and you’ll have greenery for next year.  
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Coronavirus forces 
concert cancellations

Justin Tyme

HOT HITSNIBBLE & SIP

community

By the time you are reading this it is likely 
that there have been even more cancellations, 

restrictions, and all 
around disappoint-
ment due to the 
covid-19 virus. 
It’s serious. 
Locally all events 
at arenas have 
been postponed. 
Who knows if 
these shows will ever 
get rescheduled. With 

the price of concert tickets averaging about 
$150 dollars its fair to say this is a huge deal 
for many Americans.

What was your first concert? Mine 
was Milli Vanilli, Young MC, and Sweet 
Sensation at the War Memorial Auditorium 
in Rochester, NY. My ticket cost $22. I even 
had great seats! But now it costs $22 for 
a beer and a hot dog., and another $22 to 
park the car. My point is today people plan 

months even years in advance to go see a 
show. Many times they fly 

out of town to Miami 
or Vegas with the 

girls, or the broth-
ers, or for a roman-
tic weekend. All of 
that has come to a 
grinding halt.

Locally Jay Leno, 
The Zac Brown 

Band, and Adam 
Sandler had to call of their 

shows. In Atlanta Taylor Swift, 
Kenny Chesney, Green Day and BTS won’t 
be performing for fans.If your first concert 
has been called off because of the virus keep 
your chin up. You saved a lot of money and 
hey at least your first concert wasn't Milli 
Vanilli. Stay safe. Wash your hands.

Justin Tyme can be heard on HOT 98.1 
Saturdays and Sundays.

When I started this column, I introduced 
Nibble and Sip as an easy way to get together 
with friends on a Friday night: Shake up a 
cocktail, whip up an easy appetizer, and hang 
out for a couple of hours before people move 
along to a real dinner.

But nibbles and sips aren’t just for Fridays. 
A delicious drink and snack would be appre-
ciated at a bridesmaid’s get-together, after a 
contentious HOA meeting, or amongst Little 
League parents. (But please, not before the 
game. Using your Liquid Courage to yell at an 
umpire will land you in jail or on YouTube.)

I think one of the best places for a nibble 
and sip is a book club. Adding food and drink 
to the mix makes the atmosphere a little more 
casual, and that may encourage members to 
offer their opinions more freely. Long consid-
ered a woman’s domain, there are book clubs 
for men too. In Marin County, California, 
there’s a club called, oddly enough, the Man 
Book Club that’s been meeting since 2007. In 
Australia, there are Tough Guy Book Clubs 
that have been meeting around the country for 
almost a decade. There are also book clubs for 
couples. If you enjoy a good story, find a club 
to join or start one on your own.

One of the great things about serving a 
nibble and sip at a book club is that you have a 
built-in theme. If you’re reading Amor Towles’ 
“Rules of Civility,” the story of a small-town 
girl thrust into New York’s high society, you 
could set up a Bubbly Bar and serve Roasted 
Smashed Potatoes (December 26, 2019 edi-
tion). If you’re reading Aravind Adiga’s “The 
White Tiger,” the story of a young Indian boy’s 
rise to wealth and power, serve Chai Blossoms 
and Mumbai Sliders ( January 9, 2020 edition).

A popular book among women’s, men’s, 
and couples’ book clubs is Fredrik Backman’s 
“A Man Called Ove.” Ove is a grumpy, reclu-

sive Swede who rides roughshod over his 
neighborhood association until a young family 

moves next door. Set in 
Sweden, it cries out for a 
Swedish nibble and sip. 
Toast Skagen are deli-
cious little open-faced 
shrimp sandwiches, and 
to accompany them, an 
easy and delicious cock-
tail is the Kilsbergen 
Martini, which features 
Swedish vodka and the 

flavors of forest fruits. You and your book club 
will be shopping for Saabs in no time.

Toast Skagen
6 slices of whole-grain bread
softened butter
1 pound cooked baby shrimp
3 T. mayonnaise
3 T. sour cream
1 T. chopped fresh dill
salmon caviar, optional
Lightly spread both sides of each bread 

slice with softened butter. In a skillet over 
medium heat, grill the bread slices until gold-
en on both sides. Set aside to cool, and slice 
each bread slice in half diagonally.

In a mixing bowl, gently stir the shrimp, 
mayonnaise, sour cream, and dill until combined. 
Spoon on top of the grilled bread halves and top 
with salmon caviar, if desired. Serves 12.

Kilsbergen Martini
1 ½ oz. Absolut Kurant
½ oz. crème de cassis
¼ oz. fresh lemon juice
Add all ingredients to a cocktail shaker and 

fill with ice. Shake vigorously and strain into a 
martini glass. Serves 1. 

There are cocktails in those books

Kim von Keller

As I watched the salesman pitch the nine-
inch garden gnome, I listened in awe and won-
der as the familiar phrase was uttered from 

his mouth through my 
big screen speakers, “It’ll 
change your life”. Could 
this be true? Could a 
solar-powered garden 
gnome with glowing 
L.E.D. red eyes actually 
change my life? He con-
tinued to astonish me 
with the many mystical 
attributes of this can’t 

live without elf wannabe. According to this 
professor of gnomeology, trespassers, burglars, 
and even garden pests such as rabbits, squir-
rels, snakes, and deer could be repelled by the 
ever glowing eyes of your new little friend. But 
wait, there’s more. This nine inches of techno-

logical tenacity also contains a motion-activat-
ed night vision camera with built-in speakers, 
so that you, that is to say, the gnome, can 
actually speak to the garden intruder from the 
safety of your kitchen window.

I was beginning to be brainwashed by the 
gnome selling guru, while the flashing text at the 
bottom of the screen said, only 500 left. Panic 
was setting in as I realized that everyone but 
me would have this prized piece of plastic plant 
protection. The pitchman became extremely 
animated as he explained that for five easy pay-
ments of twenty-nine ninety-nine, a box would 
arrive at my home, delivered free of charge 
within three days. With credit card in hand, I 
logged on to the site, and just as I was about to 
purchase with one easy click, I came to my sens-
es, and suddenly realized, I don’t have a garden, 
and the only thing in my life that would change 
would be my ever-decreasing bank account. 

It’ll change your life

Neal Parnell

Christmas container
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community

BY RICH OTTER
Pillars of the community? Just 

consider a few of the devious and 
mischievous doings those icons of 
the community were up to in their 
younger years.

Even Christmas did not escape 
misdeeds. Bob Hill described a 
youthful indiscretion committed 
innocently after a request from the 
First Baptist Church for him to 
fetch a Christmas tree. He obedi-
ently drove to a heavily wooded area 
bisected by a dirt path known as 
Kings Road where he spotted the 
perfect specimen, cut the beauty 
down and strapped it to his car’s 
fender. His activity had not gone 
unnoticed. Suddenly there was the 
roar of a shotgun blast from up on 
the hill. He had been spotted by the 
King boys. 

He leaped in his car and off he 
went, the King boys in hot pursuit 
in their A model Ford. With tac-
tics reminiscent of white lightning 
runners he eluded his pursuers. But 

conscience reigned. He confessed 
his foul deed to his mother who 
happened to know the King boys’ 
mother. As had occurred with his 
narrow escape, he stayed just one 
step ahead of the law when Mrs. 
King graciously pardoned him and 
the church was granted the tree as a 
gift. (Replanting it had not appeared 
a practical alternative.)

A similar tale is told of an act by 
an individual who also surreptitious-
ly harvested a tree for Christmas. 
He failed to notice he was followed 
home. The next morning he discov-
ered a tree had been severed in his 
front yard. Biblical retribution - a 
tree for a tree.

It has been rumored such 
Christmas occurrences may have 
given birth to the Crime Watch 
program.

Speaking of trees, there was 
the gumdrop tree the principal at 
North Fant Street School, Miss 
Ettie Davis, made from a plant 
with leaves removed that had little 

stickers decorated with gumdrops. 
One day after school Robert Gallant 
happened to be sitting beside the 
tree when Miss Ettie left the room. 
Certainly a couple of missing gum-
drops wouldn’t matter. But she 
went out a second time and Robert 
again succumbed to temptation. “I 
kept on eating those gumdrops,” he 
confessed, “until finally the tree was 

almost bare.” He was 
invited to remain after 
school every day for 
about a week, but not 
near the gumdrop tree.

Arthur Klugh and 
other kids would go 
up in the then North 
Anderson woods with 
liquor bottles they 
collected as targets for 
their .22 rifles. Many 
bottles had a little 
liquid remaining in 
the bottom and they 
consolidated it. They 
knew better than to 
drink the concoction 
(Arthur claimed) and 
poured it into a duck 
and chicken watering 
area behind Dr. Harris’ 
home. “The ducks and 
chickens evidently 

liked it. They were falling all over 
the place.” Dr. Harris arrived home 
and exclaimed, “What the hell is 
going on with all my ducks and 
chickens?” 

Those who weren’t delinquents 
sometimes just weren’t very wise. 
Jimmy Young (later Dr.) was raking 
leaves with some of his pals at his 
home. He was about 10 and was 

captivated by stories of Peter Pan 
and even then wanted to be a pilot. 
The leaves were piled near their 
barn. The kids went up on the barn 
roof and he suggested they jump off 
into the leaves. The others declined 
but Young threw caution and him-
self to the wind. He later claimed 
he would have made it except there 
was a little ice on the edge of the 
roof which “spoiled my take off.” He 
broke his right elbow. One of the 
boys went to Young’s mother in the 
house and inquired if he could bor-
row the car. She asked why and was 
told to take her son to the hospital.

Bill Prevost spoke of his grand-
mother’s 1929 Chevrolet. When 
she learned to drive and wanted to 
stop she would pull back on the 
steering wheel and whisper “Whoa.” 
Since she obviously preferred four 
footed transportation, Bill and 
Johnny Holman were allowed use 
of the car. They strapped a chair on 
the front bumper and created “our 
famous death ride. You’d get into 
the chair and put one arm around 
each headlight and take off.” As his 
grandmother would say, “He’s just 
going over Fool’s Hill, and it’s a long 
way down the far side.” 

Imagine, those people all became 
community leaders. Good grief!

Delinquents
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Bleckley Inn
151 E Church Street

(864) 225-7203
COMPHY SHEETS FOR THOSE

ON THE NICE LIST

Simply Country Chic Boutique
402 S Main Street

(864) 712-9565
BRIGHTEN SOMEONE’S CHRISTMAS

WITH BRIGHTON THIS YEAR!

Tracie Starr Home
314 S Main Street
(864) 328-3263

GIFTS AND HOME DECOR

JJ Stathakis Liquor Store
1816 E Greenville Street

(864) 226-1255
MAKE YOUR SPIRITS BRIGHT!

Clayton Tile
1718 Pearman Dairy Road

(864) 225-0884
MAKE A SPLASH WITH A

NEW BACKSPLASH

Diamonds & Gold
3124 N Main Street

(864) 225-3320
GIVE HER A

LITTLE SPARKLE

Growler Haus
313 N Main Street
(864) 225-0057

COME TO OUR HAUS
FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

City of Anderson
MAKING YOUR HOLIDAYS WARM

AND BRIGHT. ENJOY HAND
SANITIZING STATIONS, MASKS AND

NEW LIGHTS TO MAKE YOUR SHOPPING
EXPERIENCE SAFE AND FESTIVE

Holiday
G I F T   G U I D E
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Lilia Day Spa
116 East Benson Street

(864) 226-0818
SPA PACKAGES AND

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

Anderson Paint & Decorating
2508-H North Main Street

(864) 261-8181
$5 OFF PER GALLON OF

RICHARD’S SIGNATURE SERIES
PAINT. NO LIMIT. COUPON

MUST BE PRESENTEDMUST BE PRESENTED.

Charles Furniture Store
2836 South Main Street

(864) 225-7260
ANDERSON’S LARGEST

LA-Z BOY DEALER

The Bee Hive
510 North Main St
(864) 540-8405

BEST NIGHT OF
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

Electric City Brewing, Co.
109 E Calhoun Street

(864) 540-0630
HOLIDAY GIFT SET: ECB MUG, OUR
SIGNATURE ROASTED COFFEE AND

HOUSE-MADE WINTER SPICE SYRUP $35

City Seed at the Station
520 North Murray Avenue

(864) 225-7511
MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM

YOUR FRIENDS AT CITY
SEED AT THE STATION

Evergreen Plantation
4800 Hwy 187 South - Starr

(864) 437-3400
IN CASE SHE SAYS YES

The Kitchen Emporium
and Gifts

418 N Main Street
(864) 225-2021

WINTER TREES BY VIETRI

Collectique
Clothing, Accessories & Gold
Plated Jewelery $22 & Under

211 E Benson Street
(770) 283-4348

WHOLESALE CLOTHING AND JEWELRY

Images Salon & Day Spa
2101 N Main Street

(864) 225-8355
PAMPER HER (OR HIM) WITH A

CUSTOM SPA PACKAGE

Think
L O C A L
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Krispy Kreme
1620 North Main Street

(864) 359-1013
BUY ONE DOZEN REGULAR PRICE

GET ONE DOZEN ORIGINAL GLAZED FOR 
$2.00 WITH COUPON (EXPIRES DEC 23RD)

CaMar Med Spa
102-C Buford Avenue

(864) 216-7910
10% OFF LASER TREATMENTS

THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS!

Phil Jewelers
116 North Main Street

(864) 226-7635
MARRIED AND BRIGHT!

Will Malone Photography
(864) 309-5441
Willmalone.com

ANDERSON PRINTS ON
PAPER, METAL AND WOOD

Propp Drugs
1529 North Fant Street

(864) 226-8383
MERRY CHRISTMAS

FROM PROPP DRUGS

Sullivan King Mortuary
(864) 225-5431

COMPLIMENTARY PREPLANNING
CONSULTATION

DEEDEE WATERS, PRENEED DIRECTOR 

Walker Century Farms Market
110 Walker Road
(864) 226-2668

INTRODUCING CHARLESTON MADE
SMITHEY IRONWARE. HEIRLOOM QUALITY

CAST  IRON, BUILT TO CREATE
MEMORIES FOR GENEMEMORIES FOR GENERATIONS.

Remnants Antiques
Gifts & Consignment
300 South Main Street

(864) 226-1002
REMNANTS ANTIQUES,GIFTS AND CONSIGNMENTS
COME FIND THAT SPECIAL GIFT. REMEMBER WHEN

YYOU SHOP WITH US YOU ARE HELPING LADIES
OVERCOME LIFE THREATENING ADDICTIONS.

Turn Key Roofing
432 Sayre Street
(864) 241-8133

Turnkeyroofing.net
 A NEW ROOF FOR

CHRISTMAS!

Roy’s Diner
1527 South Main Street

(864) 225-6884
ALL FRESH FOOD

MADE FROM SCRATCH

Shop
L O C A L
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J Peters Grill and Bar
204 South Main Street

(864) 224-0040
FREE BASKET OF CROISSANTS
WITH PURCHASE OF ENTREE

Anderson Lights of Hope
Old Country Farm Circle

(864) 934-9523
STILL JUST $10 PER CAR LOAD

Bark
404 South Main Street

(864) 540-8990
HANDCRAFTED COLLARS

FROM KENYA

Swamp Fox Distilling
128 Exchange Street - Pendleton

(864) 502-3080
HO HO HO AND A BOTTLE OF RUM

FREE SHOT GLASS WITH RUM PURCHASE

Merle Norman Cosmetics
& Day Spa

501 North Main Street
(864) 224-3131

LET IT GLOW, LET IT GLOW,
LET IT GLOW

Free Veterans Burial Plot
Reserve by 12/31/2020

Roberts Cemetery
2716 Highway 187 South

Anderson, SC 29626
For details call Sullivan-King Mortuary

8864-225-5431 

WE Black Termite
& Pest Control

2840 S Main Street
(864) 375-1899

GIVE THE GIFT OF NO BUGS!

City of Anderson Recreation
1107 North Murray Avenue

(864) 231-2232
FITNESS MEMBERSHIPS

Miss Lillie Childrens Boutique
at The Beehive

510 North Main St
(864) 540-8405

COME JOIN OUR PAJAMA PARTY!

Perx Car Wash
611 N McDuffie Street

(864) 226-7122
perxcarwash.com

SAVE 20%

Anderson Interfaith Ministries
1202 South Murray Ave.

(864) 226-2273
GIVE THE GIFT OF GROWTH

Parker Quigley
Broker/Owner (864) 314-1058

parkerquigleyproperties@gmail.com
Licensed in SC & GA

A NEW HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
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at The Beehive

510 North Main St
(864) 540-8405

COME JOIN OUR PAJAMA PARTY!

Perx Car Wash
611 N McDuffie Street

(864) 226-7122
perxcarwash.com

SAVE 20%

Anderson Interfaith Ministries
1202 South Murray Ave.

(864) 226-2273
GIVE THE GIFT OF GROWTH

Parker Quigley
Broker/Owner (864) 314-1058

parkerquigleyproperties@gmail.com
Licensed in SC & GA

A NEW HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
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MUSINGS OF AN OLE BALL COACH

Welcome sweet springtime
I’m a seasonal guy. I don’t mean the Biblical 

kind, you know, “A time to reap and a time to 
sow, a time to be born and a time to die.” I’m 
talking about the four seasons, summer, win-
ter, spring and fall. To my extreme consterna-
tion the seasons seem to have become blurred, 
the comfortable delineation of weather pat-
terns seem to be encroaching on each other.

As I pen this epistle we have 16 days of 
winter remaining before spring makes its 
lovely debut. You think of winter you think 
of snow, right? Not so fast my friend, we have 
just finished the wettest winter on record. The 
year 1968, when we came to Anderson it was 
a virtual winter wonderland. People were ice 
skating on Cater’s Lake and the small pond at 
the bank on Clemson Blvd. I purchased a sled 
for the first time. Several winters later I would 
get on that sled, lay prone, and with Amy 
or Chuck on my back, start my dissent on 

Marchbanks, go between the band room and 
the gym at the old Hanna, take wide left, and 

sled all the way to the 
football bowl (honest). 
My 15 year old grand-
son has never had this 
exhilarating experience. 
Why, because spring and 
summer have encroached 
on winter.

Autumn seems to be 
faring a little better. The 
autumn leaves continue 

to favor us with their lovely color and the 
days continue to dwindle down to a precious 
few. But what has happened to those chilly, 
frosty, sometimes downright cold October and 
November football nights, when you showed 
off your fall finery, the sweaters, boots, scarves, 
cargo coats. Now it’s a rare night that doesn’t 

have most fans in shorts, cutoffs and polo 
shirts.

Consider summer; My recollection was 
that summer was from mid-May to maybe 
mid-September. The 100 degree days were a 
few in late July. A full week of those swelter-
ing, humid days will now occur during any 
time. It seems to me that those “Lazy, crazy, 
hazy days of summer,” are now characterized 
by our youngster retreating to air conditioning 
homes and arcades to play mindless, habit 
forming video games.

Okay, spring, time for you to step to the 
plate. I’m springing forward with all my time 
pieces. I understand I can now mix my green 
tie with my blue shirt and my black Hanna 
blazer (thanks, John & Jeff ). I’m expecting you 
to salvage what has been a horrific winter for 
me. I’m expecting some light showers, not tor-
rential deluges. If you please, only a few frosty 

mornings. However, if you want to go all out 
I will take a late snow, but only if it sticks (for 
the kids you know).

Please, Mother Nature, I hope you don’t 
think I’m complaining. Please convey my 
thoughts to your boss. Although I commiser-
ate my plea to him a couple of times a day. If 
y’all can’t work things out I’ll take this 88th 
spring year in what-
ever way you see fit.

Jim Fraser was the 
athletic director and 
head football coach 
at T.L. Hanna High 
School from 1968-
1985. He was also a 
full time member of 
the faculty who taught 
U.S. History.

Jim Fraser

Grandparents are special
A few days ago, my grandmother (known 

to all of us as “Mema”) left this world and went 
home to live with Jesus. Although her passing 
is sad, and I will miss her more than life itself, 

I am comforted in 
knowing that she will 
live in the hearts of all 
who knew and loved 
her forever. Her legacy 
will never be forgotten. 
A wise person once said 
that “what you leave 
behind is not what is 
engraved in stone mon-
uments, but what is 
woven into the lives of 
others.” As I grow older 
and experience more of 

what it means to be a mother, a wife, a daugh-
ter, a granddaughter, a teacher and a friend, I 
appreciate even more the powerful meaning 
behind these words. Through her daily exam-
ple, Mema taught me that it’s not the material 
wealth you acquire or the accolades and awards 
you win in life that matters, but instead it’s 
how much love and kindness you are willing to 
give away to others that’s important. The rest, 
she would say, will take care of itself.  

While preparing for Mema’s Celebration 
of Life service, many pleasant memories have 
resurfaced about the joyous times I spent with 
her over the past 33 years. I will always treasure 
the many times Mema and I spent in the kitch-
en making cookies. The memory is so vivid that 
it seems like only yesterday. We would make the 
biggest mess, and she would always let me eat 
the batter-even though I wasn’t supposed to! 

I also fondly recall having sleepovers at 
Mema’s house with all nine of my cousins.  
Sometimes, when I became frightened during 
the night, Mema would come and lay down 
beside me until I fell asleep. If I was extra scared, 
she even let me sneak out of bed and eat a bowl 
of Raisin Bran with her. Occasionally I would 
fake it- just so I could spend a little special time 
with her. My 8-year-old-self thought that was 
the best thing ever! Mema loved her grandchil-
dren. She thought it was so great to have every-
one there at her house! Even with all the noise, 
the mess, the bickering and the constant “girl” 
drama- it never seemed to bother her one bit.  

Now as a grown woman, I reminisce about 
all the fun times Mema had with my two 
girls. I will always treasure the many Saturday 
mornings we spent eating breakfast together at 
Mama Penn’s and going with her to the library 
where she would sit and read books with my 
girls for hours. I will also never forget Mema’s 
unique home-made Christmas gifts.  She never 
had much money to buy expensive presents, 
but the love she wove into a scarf made of yarn 
was worth more than gold.

When it became obvious that Mema’s 
time on this earth would soon be over, it was 
her last request that her family surround her 
during her final hours. Together we sang old 
hymns, read Bible verses, told stories of fond 
memories, expressed our love to her, and gave 
thanks to our Lord for her life. 

Thank you, Mema, for your life and for 
sharing your love with our world. We love you!  
I pray I will never forget that it’s really the 
“simple things” in life that are the most extraor-
dinary.  Grandparents are truly very special!

Katie Laughridge
Years ago, individuals often remained 

in his/her workplace until retirement. 
Presently, individuals may stay in a typical 
job position for 4-6 years before making a 
change. In other words, over a decade, you 
can potentially expect to change positions 
or careers twice. This can be terrifying and 
challenging, yet also exciting and inviting. 
The biggest variable or factor holding 
someone back from changing is fear.

It is extremely common to have fear 
when making a change or transition. This 
fear can easily turn into inactivity, paralysis, 
and higher self-doubt. Focus on remember-
ing that fear is a normal and natural part 
of any career change process. For example, 
you may fear failure, making a “bad” or 
“wrong” choice, not meeting others’ expec-
tations, or worry about the perceptions of 
others. Some may even fear success.

When fear takes your breath and move-
ment away, consider the following:

1) What is the worst thing that could 

happen? What comes next?
2) What do you gain by making a 

choice and taking a risk?
3) How could you make this decision or 

choice less risky?
4) What would you do if the worst-case 

scenario happened?
5) How would you break down a 

change into smaller steps? When could you 
take this step, and what would you need?

6) Ask yourself if the fear is rational 
or irrational. What is the likelihood of it 
becoming true? Is this an opinion or a fact?

7) Would you survive if the worst-case 
scenario happened? What would you do?

Another important reminder is that 
failure does not have to be negative; 
reframe disappointments and hurts as 
protection, new opportunities, clarity, etc. 
View it as feedback on ways to improve or 
become better. Embrace your failures and 
visualize success being right around the 
corner. You will find more satisfaction by 
living in the moment and not obsessing or 
dwelling on the “what ifs” and “what could 
go wrong” statements in your mind.

Mary-Catherine McClain Riner, Ph.D., 
Ed.S, M.S., is a Licensed Psychologist  with 
Riner Counseling, LLC. Visit www.rinercoun-
seling.com or call 864-608-0446.

MARY- 
CATHERINE  
McCLAIN 
RINER

Doubts and fears 
when making 

career changes

MUSINGS OF AN OLE BALL COACH

Jim Fraser

Neal Parnell

This is the fifth Christmas I have spent 
with y’all through The Electric City News. 
Not once have I waxed mushy or cheesy. With 
that in mind and owning to the fact that we 
are citizens of a Judeo-Christian nation, the 
birth of the Christ child is truly the reason 
for the season. So here is the first mushy 
Christmas article.

Little Joey is my main player with Sport 
and, of course, the Christ Child who makes it 
all possible. I have never understood the dog 
names of my boyhood. Bingo, Buckshot, Spot, 
Rover, etc. My grandchildren’s dogs are named 
Miles, Hunter, and Morrison. There is a dog 
named Marley next door and a Dachshund 
named Albert who often walks by my house. 
So we go back to my childhood and I give you 
Sport, because everyone wants to be a sport.

Sport was Joey’s dog. We will call him Joey 
because a boy who loses his dog at Christmas 
could not be named anything else. As fate 

would have it Sport absconded from Joey’s 
house at the corner of Oak and Elm just 

before Christmas. So, 
Joey faces a bleak bleak 
Christmas. 

After frantically 
searching all the streets 
of Mt. Utopia on his 
1936 Schwinn bicycle, 
Joey discovered Sport 
at, of all places, Cyrus 
Skinflints pet shop. 
Sport, on display in the 

front window, looked sad and morose. 
“Thank you for finding my dog,” Joey said.
Mr. Skinflint replied. “If you are talking 

about that mutt kid, it will cost you $8.50.”
Everyone knows ‘ol Skinflint had cobwebs 

in his brain, bilge water in his veins, and a 
sole devoid of compassion. But $8.50? C’mon 
man!

“But Mr. Skinflint?” Joey protested. “Sport 
is my dog, I bought him once.”

Mr. Skinflint replied, “$8.50 kid, and you 
are beginning to annoy me so let’s make it 
$9.00!”

Completely dejected and subdued Joey 
leaves the pet shop. 

“Where will I get $9.00?” Joey opines.
Now this is where “writer’s license” comes 

into play. I do not have to belabor with the 
various and sundry ways that Joey got the 
$9.00. All I have to say is Joey got the money, 
returned, and repurchased Sport.

He pays ‘ol Skinflint and as he leaves the 
pet shop, holding Sport in his arms, he said, “I 
know you are mine now little fella. I have now 
purchased you twice.”

So that is the basis for Christmas. Any 
Western Christian Civilization country 
believes in the birth of the Christ child 
because he bought us twice. All the theology 

and dogma revolves around the that central 
truth. We are made in God’s image and were 
blessed beyond belief. But because we were 
unloving, unforgiving, and unrepentant, God 
had to buy us again, this time with a ghastly 
death.

The Christ Child reminds us at this time 
of year of this fact. You know the story. The 
teenagers Mary and Joseph traveled the 90 
miles, he walking and she riding side saddle on 
a lowly donkey, to consummate the world’s first 
and only immaculate conception. Thirty years 
later this Christ Child would purchase us again 
making all who believe, like Joey and Sport, we 
were bought twice. Have a Merry, Merry, Merry 
Christmas. 

Jim Fraser was the 
athletic director and 
head football coach 
at T.L Hanna High 
School from 1968-
1985. He was also a 
full time member of the 
faculty who taught U.S. 
History.

A CHRISTMAS STORY

Christmas Eve. I had just come 
from Sears on Main Street with my 
grandparents where I had been next 
in line to talk to Santa, but chickened 

out at the last 
second. They 
understood my 
fear and told me 
that Santa knew 
what I wanted 
for Christmas, 
and not to worry 
about being afraid 
to sit on his lap.

Light snow 
and sleet started falling on the way 
home, and I was worried about Santa 
not knowing what I wanted for 
Christmas. My Grandparents house 
was less than a quarter mile behind the 
Grants store in Watson Village, and I 
knew Santa was there too. There was 
a path that led to the back of Grants I 
had travelled many times. I mustered 
up my ‘talking to Santa courage’, and off 
I went. It was cold, and the snow was 
coming down harder, and I couldn’t 
believe what I was seeing on the load-
ing dock behind Grants. 

It was Santa and one of his elves 
smoking cigarettes and passing a bottle 
between them. “Hey Santa!, what-
cha doin’ back here!?” The cigarettes 
dropped and the bottle disappeared as 

he said, “ HO!, (cough), HO! HO!, I’m 
waiting for my reindeer”. 

“What’s that you were drinking 
Santa?” 

“Oh that’s just some Jolly Juice my 
friend Elfie #1 brought me from the 
North Pole, and what are you doing 
back here sonny?”

“I came to tell you what I wanted 
for Christmas.” I then saw a twinkle in 
those red eyes and he said, “ Well, come 
on up and let’s hear.” Elfie #1 pulled 
up an old crate and Santa sat on it and 
patted his lap to motion me up. Santa’s 
breath smelled like peppermint candy 
and tobacco as he asked my name and 
what I wanted for Christmas. I said, 
“My name is Neal and I want a Stingray 
bike with a banana seat and a sissy-bar”. 

“HO! HO! (cough) HO!, and 
where do you live Neal?”

I said,” I thought you knew,” but 
remembered I’d be at my grandparents 
this year, and pointed to the roof that 
could just be seen from there. Then 
Santa said,” Can you keep a secret 
Neal?”

I said, “ I think I can, why?”
He says,” I’m not supposed to be 

seeing kids back here, so let’s not tell 
anyone what you’ve seen either, ok?”

I said, “Sure Santa”, and was on my 
way back down the frosty path.

I was up early that white Christmas 

morning, but there was no bike in the 
living room, and I thought about that 
secret. But then, I looked out the win-
dow, and there covered in snow, was a 
Stingray Bike. Everyone in the room 
said, “Bike?” And I heard whispers 
about who had bought a bike for me. I 
put on my shoes and coat and stepped 
outside to see and ride it. I brushed 
the ice and snow off the seat but it was 
too frozen to ride. I took it into the 
covered porch to thaw, and everyone 
was still looking like they’d seen the 
ghost from Christmas past. There was 
a card hanging from a string on the 
handlebars. I opened it and read only 
one word, SANTA. 

All the adults thought the other had 
bought it, but no one would claim the 
purchase. “I’ve kept your secret for as 
long as I can, SANTA”.

“City sidewalks, busy 
sidewalks, dressed in holiday 
style, in the air there’s a feel-
ing of Christmas…” –Silver 
Bells

It’s important that we 
continue to find the magic 
of Christmas, even during 

these 
dif-
ferent 
times 
we are 
in. In 
my 
pre-
vious 
article, 
I wrote 
about 
tradi-
tions 

you and your family could 
take part of in your homes. 
Below I have listed some 
things you can do in our 
very own community! 
Personally, I am looking 
forward to spending some 
time with my little family 
during the winter holidays 
embarking on some of these 
adventures. Maybe I’ll see 
you there! 

In your community:
• Visit “Holiday Ice” at 

Wren Park to go ice-skating 
together as a family.

• Get hot chocolate at 
Figgs Beanery and Creamery 
and walk around downtown 
Anderson while you look at 
Christmas lights or check 
out The Market Theatre’s 
production of the Storefront 
Storybook. Pages of the 
book are posted in windows 
along Main Street, and the 
book comes to life in a read-
along podcast. 

• Have your whole 
family put on pajamas, go 
by Dunkin Donuts to grab 
some munchkins, then drive 
around Lights of Hope and 
neighborhoods in our area 
looking at Christmas lights! 
You could even leave a note 
in mailbox at your favorite 
lights display telling them 
how much you enjoyed 
theirs! 

• Go to the Anderson 
County Library and check 
out some Christmas books 
to read together.

• Stop by Michaels and 
pick up some “do-it-your-
self ” ornaments.

I hope you will enjoy the 
holiday season with your 
loved ones!

Find the magic

Katie Laughridge

Secret Santa
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BY PAMELA BROWNSTEIN
10. Use social distancing to 

your advantage. Just like the office 
Christmas party, avoiding large 
gatherings could work to your favor 
during the holidays, especially when 
it comes to seeing your in-laws or 
enduring obligatory Christmas 
dinners with family members you’d 
rather not be reminded you’re 
related to. Using the coronavirus as 
an excuse not to get together — is 
anyone really going to argue with 
you about that? (If they do, then 
you know you’re making the right 
decision to stay away!)

9. Let it go. Elsa’s epic song 
still rings true, especially when it 
comes to letting go of extra clutter 
and stuff in your house. While you 
are likely getting new gifts for your 
home (either clothes or appliances 
or outdoor gear), this is the best 
time of the year for cleaning out 
closets and garages and purging 
stuff you don’t need or use anymore.

8. Don’t talk politics. This 
guideline applies especially if you 
know you lie on opposite sides of 
the political spectrum from your 
family members. Nothing you say 

will change the other person’s mind 
about their political affiliations 
and long-held beliefs, so it’s best to 
avoid the topic all together. Does 
this mean you should stop paying 
attention to local politics or ignore 
national news that will impact 
the lives of so many Americans? 
Of course not. You can still stay 
informed about the political process 
without having to argue with your 
drunk uncle about the results of the 
latest election.

7. Offer to help. It’s easy to feel 
helpless when there are so many 
in need throughout your city and 
state. Where do you even start 
to help those who have lost their 
jobs or homes due to  COVID-19 
shutdowns? You can only give what 
you are able, but that doesn’t mean 
donating thousands to a national 
charity. You can make a difference 
in small ways, like taking in your 
neighbor’s trash cans or writing a 
letter to an old friend and thanking 
them for always being there for you 
during the hard times of your life. 
Offering your time to assist under-
privileged kids or giving financial 
resources to a struggling nonprofit, 
this is the season to look beyond 
yourself and lift up those around 
you, in whatever way you are able.

6. Relish your time. If this year 
has taught us anything it’s that we 

shouldn’t take things for granted, 
especially our health and our free-
doms. If you are fortunate to find 
all your friends and family faring 
well, that is much to be grateful for 
in this season that has impacted so 
many lives amidst a global pandem-
ic. Make the most of your time to 
connect with loved ones, and be sure 
to take time for yourself, to find 
what makes your happy and allows 
you to decompress and re-center in 
order to be your best self for those 

you love most and rely on you for 
warmth and security.

5. Try something new. We’re not 
talking about anything life-altering 
here. It could just be a new recipe 
for a festive cocktail, at least you 
can say you ventured out of your 
comfort zone and embraced a new 
experience (even if it is Peppermint-
flavored vodka instead of regular 
vodka). Listen to a new band or read 
a non-fiction book instead of a fiction 

Here are 10 tips on how to survive the holidays.

Cleaning and decluttering your home is one way to survive the holidays.

Connect with kids and family and make the most of your time together.



book. Or if you’re feeling adventurous, sign up 
for an online class or plan a trip to a place you’ve 
never been. Learning new skills and expanding 
your perspectives are traits that never grow old.

4. Get back to basics. Technology has 
helped so many people survive the shut-
down and stay connected with others and be 
engaged during remote learning. But with no 
school during the holidays and more time off 
for many parents and adults, now is an ideal 
time to take a break from technology and 
commit to spending time face to face. It’s not 
easy! Parents are just as guilty of spending too 

much time on social media as teenage boys 
who spend the whole day gaming on Xbox. 
There’s bound to be pushback against tech-
nology-free time, but have a plan for what to 
do to get back to basics that everyone in your 
family will agree to. Whether it’s board games 
(like Sequence or Trivial Pursuit) or outdoor 
activities (such as tennis or fishing) or making 
a difference (donating to a food pantry or 
organizing a coat drive), the memories and 
genuine interactions will be worth it.

3. Take a hike. Literally. As cliché as it 
sounds, getting out and enjoying the outdoors 

is a great mood booster and 
such an easy way to re-set 
and refocus. Whether walk-
ing your dog around your 
familiar neighborhood route 
or exploring marked trails 
through Sadlers Creek State 
Park, there are ample oppor-
tunities to reap the benefits 
of fresh air and the beauty 
of nature. Bonus points for 
being basically free and the 
original method of social 
distancing. If you start to feel 
confined or limited by being 
inside with the same people 
during the holidays, discover 
a refreshing change of scenery 
right outside your front door.

2. Don’t go 
overboard. The 
holidays are a time 
for honoring tradi-
tions and spending 
time with family 
and friends. But 
between decorating 
your house inside 
and out; finding 
the right gifts for 
everyone on your 
list — including 
teachers, bosses, 
mail deliverers and 
bus drivers; writing 
cards; making cook-
ies; planning the perfect Christmas dinner; 
attending holiday events; not to mention work-
ing, cooking, cleaning, and all the other daily 
tasks it takes to keep a household afloat — it’s 
no wonder people are stressed out this time 
of year. Focus on what matters and be realistic 
about your time. You might want to make a 
homemade wreath out of magnolia leaves and 
fresh greenery from your tree, but will you real-
ly have time to get this done in addition to all 
the other chores and jobs you need to do before 
the Big Day? (In my case, the answer was no. I 
collected all the material, but it’s still all sitting 
on my back porch. So much for my festive DIY 
determination!) All the Pinterest ideas in the 
world won’t matter if you are stretched thin 
and don’t have time to enjoy what really mat-

ters — like seeing your kids’ faces light up on 
Christmas morning.

1. Ring in the new year like never before. 
If ever there was a year that we are happy to 
put behind us, watching 2020 dissolve into 
the past should be celebrated like nobody’s 
business. That doesn’t mean throwing a 
giant New Year’s Eve bash as in days of yore! 
Instead, it means blowing noisemakers in your 
living room or banging pots and pans in your 
front yard or counting down the ball drop-
ping at midnight at the top of your lungs. As 
individuals and families and communities, we 
need to loudly declare the end of this crappy 
year and look to the future together with the 
hope and promise of a new and better year.
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MUSINGS OF AN OLE BALL COACH

Resolutions in disguise
The coach was preparing this as a New 

Years article. His untimely fall that resulted 
in a broken hip, the ensuing surgery and two 
weeks rehabilitation, followed by the demise 
of his L.W. put him slightly off schedule.

You’ve heard me loudly and vociferous-
ly proclaim, “I always make News Years 
Resolutions and what’s more, I’ll always make 
them until I get it right.” Well, forget I said 
that! I’m replacing them with some things to 
avoid. I think they might be easier to keep.

#1 Avoid hypocrisy. What a scurrilous 
blight on mankind when we do, in spades, 
what we admonish others for doing like, 

“Man the preacher went too long today.” After 
this guy just delivered 
a six minute diatribe 
on almost nothing of 
importance.  As the good 
book admonishes,  “Don’t 
complain about the mote 
in thy neighbors eye until 
you remove the log in 
thine own eye.”

#2 Avoid taking any-
thing for granted. Don’t 

expect a friendship to last or a bad habit to 
reoccur if you stop working at it. The erudite 

Satchel Paige once succinctly said. “Don’t look 
back, somebody might be gaining on you.” 
Why not include the USA also: “The price of 
liberty is eternal vigilance.”

If athletics teaches us anything and I 
believe it is a microcosm of life, it is that if you 
think your opponents can’t come back from an 
insurmountable lead, you’re gonna lose. 

#3 Avoid pomposity. You’ll never endear 
yourself to others, if you act smug and pomp-
ous just because your team just won a football 
game. Your friend might embrace a philosophy 
which is, “I don’t let 22 teenagers playing a 
game determine what kind of weekend you 
have.”

#4 Avoid the “I don’t have time to do that 
now syndrome.”  If you don’t have the time 
and energy to do it now, just think tomorrow 
you’ll only be a day older and deeper in debt. 
So prioritize, but don’t procrastinate.

#5 Avoid lecturing. You might be passion-
ate about your politics, your religion or your 
faith, but that doesn’t mean that the prey you 
have cornered is. I’ve reached an age that I 
should be empowered with a certain amount 
of sagacity and wisdom, so why is it I’m get-
ting lectured to so often? 

#6 Avoid saying, “I told you so.” This is 
probably the most egregious of all the above, 
and the hardest one to avoid. We get a deli-
cious feeling of well-being and accomplish-
ment by pointing out we were right. We try 
to disguise it in many ways such as, “It was 
pretty obvious how that was going to turn out. 
The law of averages was working against you. 
What did you expect.” The best way I know to 
destroy a relationship would be a steady diet 
of that type of rhetoric.

#7 Be thankful. Whatever your station 
in life, almost even your circumstances never 
minimize more your blessings. My recent 
experience made me realize that value of 
friends and support systems. Your least ardent 
acquaintance might be a colossus of support 
in your time of need. 

Jim Fraser was the 
athletic director and head 
football coach at T.L. 
Hanna High School from 
1968-1985. He was also 
a full time member of the 
faculty who taught U.S. 
History.

Jim Fraser

Keeping a wild child like me occupied, and 
preventing me from destroying the house like 
an F5 tornado was challenging, but my grand-
mother had her ways. 

  “ Grandmother, 
there’s a red bird in the 
front yard”. She’d say,  If 
you put salt on its tail, 
you can catch it”.  I’d get 
the salt shaker and slowly 
opened the screen door 
and creep down the steps 
with the salt shaker 
poised in my right 
hand, and my 

left hand ready for the capture. I took 
a second to look back at my grand-
mother standing at the door with a 
knowing smile, and I would be feeling 
the pride of thinking I was about to 
trick that red bird into my hands. If 
there had been iPhones back then, the 
next few moments would be record-
ed and go viral on YouTube within 
seconds. But all I have is a memory of 
that salt shaker flying through the air 

and knocking 
that red bird 
out cold as it 
left the ground. 
The odds of that 
happening were 
astronomical, but 
it had happened, and 
I looked back at my 
grandmother, and 
her mouth was agape 
with astonishment. 
I walked toward the 
unconscious cardi-
nal, and just as I was 
about to grab the 
lifeless mound of red 
feathers, it shook it’s 

head and flew away in a flash.  Underneath 
the salt shaker was one small Red Feather. I  

sprinkled a little salt on it, and picked 
it up.  I kept that salty feather in my 

pocket, it was the only evidence 
I had of my most unbelievable 
bird hunting excursion. The 
salt shaker would be the 
only casualty that day, and 
never saw the inside again. 

At supper that evening I 
told my grandfather what 
happened, and pulled out 
that salty feather as proof. 
He looked at my grand-

mother with a  question 
mark on his face, and she 

denied my true tale, saying, 
“ he must have picked up that 

thing outside somewhere”.  I 
couldn’t believe it, my only eye-

witness was turning against me, 
and I would be known as a pants on 

fire fibber, never to have my stories heard as 
truth again.

He then looked at me and said, “Get that 
nasty feather out of here, and go wash your 
hands”. I got up from the table with my salty 
feather evidence, walked over to the kitchen 
sink, and washed my hands, letting the salty 
feather go down the drain, along with my 
innocence. I wasn’t hungry anymore, and as I 
was leaving the kitchen I heard my grandfa-
ther say, “PASS the SALT.”

THE SALTY FEATHER

Neal Parnell

community

Practice self-care and don’t get too stressed out during the holidays.

Let’s ring in the new year and say good riddance to 2020.

Get out and enjoy the fresh outdoors this holiday season.
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The Rev. Peter Michael Lack
Pastor, Starr UMC

We are a commercial and residential power washing
service with over 10 years of experience. Licensed

and insured. Let us restore your property. 
100% satisfaction guaranteed.

www.beecleanllc.com

(864) 772-2777                    beeclean383@gmail.com

Don’t let the home  
of your dreams  

turn into a nightmare.

Marcus Nash, Lead Inspector

 Hire an independent, licensed 
home inspector who works for 
you. We don’t rely on referrals 

from realtors or banks,  
so we put your needs first. 

864-844-2609

Call us today and sleep easy tomorrow.

Call for a complimentary 
skincare pampering session!
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community

Which holidays went off normal-
ly this year? Well, there was New 
Year’s Day. Valentine’s Day was good. 
Yep, that’s the whole list.

Ever since March 1st, we’ve had 
to figure out 
new ways of 
celebrating. 
St. Patrick’s 
Day was a six 
pack of beer 
and a corned 
beef sandwich. 
Easter baskets 
were filled 
with colorful 

new facemasks. We grilled with 
our neighbors on the 4th of July… 
staying in our own yards and waving 
over the fence. Whose kids wore 
Haz-Mat suits as Halloween cos-
tumes? Everybody’s! Thanksgiving 
guests were so few that the leftovers 
were still around at Christmas. 
But to paraphrase Scottish warrior 
William Wallace, you can tell 2020 
that it may take my Arbor Day, but 
it will never take my New Year’s Eve!

That’s because on December 31st 
at my house, I’m gonna have a whole 
lotta shakin’ goin’ on.

I don’t mean dancing; one trip to 
an emergency room during the pan-
demic was enough. Instead, I’m going 
to be shaking up some cocktails. I 
love the sound of a champagne corks 

as it pops out of a bottle, but other 
than sleigh bells, there’s no more 
festive sound than that of ice as it 
rattles and crashes in a cocktail shak-
er. And the cocktail that involves the 
most shaking is that New Orleans 
icon, the Ramos Gin Fizz.

The Ramos Gin Fizz was creat-
ed in the Big Easy in the late 19th 
century. The story is that once the 
ingredients were assembled, a series 
of boys took turns shaking them, 
each passing the shaker to the next 
when his arms grew tired. And while 
that would violate 21st century child 
labor laws, the proper ingredients 
and some intentional shaking pro-
duce a delicately flavored drink with 
a beautifully creamy foam.

To go with our fizzes, I’ll be whip-
ping up Crab Spread NOLA. It is true 
to the origin of the drink, and crab 
always seems like a celebration, even if 
the celebrants are wearing pajamas and 
watching TV. But however you choose 
to celebrate, I’d like to wish you a safe, 
healthy, and Happy New Year!

Ramos Gin Fizz
1 ½ oz. gin
½ oz. lemon juice
½ oz. lime juice
1 oz. simple syrup
2 oz. milk (yes, milk)
2 drops orange flower water 

(available on Amazon)

1 egg white
3 oz. chilled club soda
Put a highball glass in the freezer 

to chill.
Combine gin, lemon juice, lime 

juice, simple syrup, milk, egg white, 
and orange flower water in a cocktail 
shaker filled with ice. Secure the lid 
and shake for as long as you can; the 
more you shake, the more foam you 
create. Strain into the prepared high-
ball glass and top with chilled club 
soda. Serves 1.

Note: If you are allergic to eggs 
or doubt the safety of raw egg white, 
you may omit the egg white, but 
your fizz will lack the foam.

Crab Meat NOLA
½ c. mayonnaise
1 T. minced parsley
1 T. capers, drained, rinsed, and 

chopped
1 ½ t. dry mustard
1 ½ t. prepared horseradish
1 T. chopped pimento
½ hard-boiled egg, finely chopped
¼ t. lemon juice
1 c. lump crab meat
crackers, to serve
In a small serving bowl, thor-

oughly mix the mayonnaise, parsley, 
capers, mustard, horseradish, pimen-
to, egg, and lemon juice. Gently stir 
in the crabmeat, and chill, covered, 
for an hour. Serve with crackers.

We can all agree that 2020 
has been a downright bizarre 
year. I personally can’t wait to 
see the clock strike midnight. I 
know we’ll still have trials and 
tribulations no matter what year 

it is, but 
this one 
needs to 
go. 

So for 
now, what 
are we 
going to 
wear for 
New Year’s 
Eve? If 

you’re having a small gathering 
of six or just your family on the 
sofa you can still look the part. 
Any excuse to dress up is fine 
with me because I literally have 
gone to the bank and grocery 
store this year. That’s it. Oh, 
and the dry cleaners. Sorry, 
how could I forget that exciting 
venture?

 Anyways, add some glim-
mer to the den and pop some 
champagne. If you want to go 
comfortable or shabby chic add 
some chunky jewelry to a sweat-
er and big earrings. Do your 
hair half up half down and curl 
it. I have also discovered some-
thing extremely amazing during 
2020. A manicure at-home. Kiss 
nails have become my thing this 

year. They’re so easy to apply, 
affordable and much safer than 
going to the nail salon. My sis-
ter got me hooked on this prod-
uct. They’re right at ten dollars 
with tax and they even have a 
pedicure you can apply as well. 
You can get them at your local 
CVS or Walgreens. They last 
about a week and look so gor-
geous. All shapes and all styles. 

If you want to accessorize 
for NYE but are on a budget 
like me, Target has really lovely 
dresses and amazing coats. They 
also have blouses that look 
straight off the runway. If you 
want to splurge, Karl Lagerfeld 
has designed some ultra fabu-
lous handbags and you can get 
those at Dillards. He has a rose 
gold one that is stunning and I 
may treat myself. Who knows. 

If you don’t feel like dress-
ing up, you can always do your 
makeup for the occasion. Add 
some glitter or shimmer to your 
eyes. I’m addicted to Stila glitter 
and glow liquid eyeshadow in 
the color Kitten Karma. It’s 
lightweight and so effortless 
to apply. You will be shiny and 
shimmery and feel beautiful. 

Dance the night away and 
make the hallway your runway. 
Have a great New Year’s Eve 
and always remember that kind-
ness matters. Happy 2021 y’all.

2021 fashion

Kristine March
Kim von Keller

On NYE, there’s a whole lotta shakin’ goin’ on
NIBBLE & SIP

THANK YOU to the Con-
federates Motorcycle Club for 
a record breaking year. This 
year, which was the 40th year 
of the Anderson Toy Parade, a 
record $15,264 was raised for 
the Foothills Community Foun-
dation and Brighter Christmas 
Fund. Proceeds and toys were 
gathered to help over 400 kids 
through the Anderson School 
District Homeless Liaisons. 
A job very well done. Great 
thanks to all who donated their 
time and donations.

MOTORCYCLE 
CLUB HELPS 
KIDS HAVE A 
VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS
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It’s a birdie on the 18th.
Whether you’re chasing your dreams on the field, building your career, or making 
memories with family and friends, bone and joint pain shouldn’t come between you 
and what you love. That’s why AnMed Health is proud to introduce a new team of 
highly trained and specialized orthopaedic physicians. AnMed Health Orthopaedics 
& Sports Medicine brings the latest, most cutting edge treatment right here to your 
neighborhood – so you don’t have to choose between the expertise and results you 
need and the comfort and convenience of complete care at home. It’s all right here. 
Because when you win, we win. We’re in this together. 

100 Healthy Way, Suite 1200
Anderson, SC 29621
864.716.6140

AnMedHealth.org/Ortho

It’s not just a knee...


